WBDC Celebrates 25th Anniversary

NAWBO Chicago would like to extend congratulations to the Women’s Business Development Center as they celebrate their 25th Anniversary. 

Hedy Ratner and Carol Dougal started the WBDC as a two-person operation in 1986. Today, the WBDC has 24 full-time employees and consultants, and they have assisted more than 65,000 women in the greater Chicago area while also establishing 14 additional women’s business assistance centers in six states.

As the oldest, largest, most comprehensive, and successful women’s business assistance center in the United States, the WBDC is nationally and internationally recognized for their responsive, innovative, and effective programs and advocacy efforts. NAWBO Chicago is pleased to celebrate the accomplishments and growth of our celebrated partner.

Congratulations to Hedy, Carol and all of our many other consultants and friends at the WBDC! We wish you much continued success.

Pictured below are NAWBO Chicago Board Member, Diane Valletta, Valletta Associates, Co-President, Women’s Business Development Center, Hedy Ratner, and NAWBO Chicago Board Member, Emily Smith, Chicagoland Commercial
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