Spotlight on Special Interest Groups (SIGs)

NAWBO Chicago Business Accelerator SIG

This SIG mirrors the curriculum of the Business Accelerator Program. “At the first meeting, we used the handouts from the kickoff symposium and worked on our SWOT analysis,” says Sue Oldenburg, CPA, president of Oldenburg Accountants & Advisors. A SWOT analysis is a tool used for strategic planning. It evaluates a business’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats. 

“With that information, a business owner can plan for the future direction of the business so she can compete successfully in the market,” Sue adds. “Our homework at that meeting was to do the Customer Survey and report back to the group when we met the second time. It was enlightening for all of us. We gained further insight into what was of value to our customers because of that exercise.”

The NAWBO Chicago Business Accelerator SIG meets monthly in Northbrook on the 3rd Wednesday of each month. All NAWBO members are welcome. For the details, consult the chapter website’s events page or contact Sue Oldenburg at 847-263-0303 or Sue@gurneecpa.com.
NAWBO's Inspiring Entrepreneurs SIG

Being a younger woman in the business world comes with a unique set of challenges. Sometimes you feel that not only are gender stereotypes working against you, but other professionals, even female professionals, won't take you seriously, because they assume you aren't business savvy because you look under a certain age. 

NAWBO's Inspiring Entrepreneurs Special Interest Group (IE SIG) is a place where women of the X & Y Generations can get together and discuss how being newer or first time business owners can be incredibly difficult and also immensely rewarding. 

The IE SIG serves as an open forum for women of the X & Y Generations to share triumphs of breaking through to the next big client or the difficulties of navigating work/life balance. We work to support each other, and not only get to know the other professionals in the IE SIG, but also bring each other business and develop strong strategic partnerships. 

This group is a wonderful place for NAWBO members and not-yet members to meet and shares ideas. In fact, NAWBO Chicago awarded the IE SIG the SIG of the Year award for 2011. 

The IE SIG meets every third Tuesday at the Urban Environments Showroom in the beautiful neighborhood of Lincoln Park in Chicago (1712 N Halsted, Chicago, IL 60614) at 6pm. The meetings run 2 hours and allow for member introductions, a feature presentation and speed networking to develop strong relationships among members. Come check out why IE SIG is the SIG of the year!

Health & Wellness SIG – NEW!
We are pleased to announce the launch of NAWBO Chicago’s Health & Wellness Special Interest Group. Meetings will be held on the fourth Tuesday of each month and will include a presentation and roundtable discussion. For meeting times and locations, consult the chapter website’s events page. If you have questions about attending or presenting at an upcoming Health & Wellness SIG meeting, call Donna V. Werner at 708-317-5733 or send an email to dwernerassociates@gmail.com.
