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Principal Brand Designer, Red Seal Design

The Network of Women Entrepreneurs (NWE) Business Development Group (BDG) is an expanding group of energetic business owners looking to make long-lasting relationships and network to grow their businesses. We strive to help each other through referrals, asking and giving advice, sharing helpful books, websites and upcoming events, and contributing to the growth of our group.

Says NWE BDG member Maureen Wozniak of Contact Karma: "I joined this group because I saw that all of these women were going through the process of starting their business, or they had previously started a business -- just like myself. The group enables me to get to know the other women business owners on a deeper level than I would at a larger NAWBO event. Our goal is to support each other and help each other by exchanging referrals and information. It is like there are 10 extra people on the look out for opportunities for my business. It‘s been very easy for me to give referrals as well. Because I’ve gotten to know the women in my group, I know my referrals are in good hands."

Norma Zeiger of Entwine Interiors, co-chair of the group adds: “I like getting out and hearing about the various businesses that our members own. The advice and ideas we’ve shared has been invaluable.”

The current members of the NWE BDG cover a wide range of industries, including financial planning, credit card processing, graphic and website design, residential real estate, commercial printing, jewelry, certified mastectomy and wig fitting, B2B recommendation website, law practice and interior design. 

As co-chair of the group myself, I find it so helpful to be able to step outside my world and hear from women with such different backgrounds and experiences than my own. Even though we meet every month, I always learn something new about the members in our group.

The Network of Women Entrepreneurs BDG meets the third Friday of the month from 8:15am to 10:00am at Wishbone Restaurant, 3300 N. Lincoln Ave. in Chicago’s Lakeview neighborhood. If you are interested in attending a meeting, please contact Jennifer Strezo.

