President’s Message 

This is an exciting time for our members, as the comprehensive programming planned for this year swings into full gear. NAWBO’s mission is to deliver meaningful opportunities that empower members in educational, social and political spheres, and our chapter’s 2011/2012 programs will pack a powerful punch. You spoke and we listened! 

This year there is something for everyone throughout the Chicago area, including:

· Monthly, no-charge membership events will meet near O’Hare, starting in January.

· Signature networking and development opportunities, such as NAWBO Day in the fall and the Achievement Luncheon in the spring, will be held in Chicago. 

· Strategic Forums will meet regularly each month, to address your special interests, focus on business development and share resources, in different locations in the north, west, south and east areas of Chicagoland.

We believe that Solidarity = $uccess

At NAWBO Chicago, Solidarity means we provide opportunities to reach out and partner with:

· New allies in the form of diverse organizations, such as the South African consulate and the Asian-American Business community;

· Proven partners, including our valued corporate sponsors, the Women’s Business Development Center, the media and 

· Community partners such as the Girl Scouts, Small Business Administration and various funding organizations.

NAWBO Chicago also means business, and that translates into opportunities for you to:

· Do business with each other, 

· Expand your knowledge in procurement and certification,

· Work together for the Success of all. 

None of this works without you! Watch the Calendar of Events as the months unfold and decide that NAWBO is where you want to be. Sign up early and often! Plan your calendars so that NAWBO is an important piece of your growth strategy this year. 

Did I mention how thrilled I am to be working with this Board of Directors? I hope you get to know each and every one of them as the year unfolds. Check out the leadership page, soon to be new and enhanced like the rest of the website. I know they will be delighted to hear from you.

So, until next month, and as I meet you at the various events, remember we want the Success to be yours. Reach out to us, call us, email us. Solidarity is only achieved by working together.

Yours for Strategic Growth,

Gail
I hope you participated in the successful Business Accelerator program sponsored by American Family Insurance this summer, and the Women’s Leadership Exchange in August. 








