President’s Message

Events Set the Stage for Solidarity and Success

If Solidarity = $uccess, as I so fervently believe, nothing said it better than the NAWBO National 2011 Women’s Business Conference in San Diego that I attended in September.  From across the United States, 65 NAWBO chapters came together to learn best practices, hear inspiring speakers and network nonstop for 1.5 days. It was exciting to see that not only are we creating opportunities at the Chapter level, but our National Board also is promoting women business owners where it counts: in Washington DC. 

NAWBO’s National office has moved back to DC to return to its position of strength as the advocate for women business owners, working on our behalf to speak with one voice on all the issues we face. Check out www.nawbo.org. It holds a wealth of information and education. 

Solidarity provides opportunities to:

· Do business with each other;

· Expand our knowledge in procurement and certification;

· Reach out to diverse organizations we have not yet partnered with; and

· Ensure the Success of all, locally, regionally and nationally. 

You belong to an organization of movers and shakers, women who know how to get it done. You can be very proud you are a member of NAWBO.

Nowhere was this seen more clearly than at two very different events I also attended, along with other NAWBO members, here in Chicago. First was the WBDC’s 25th anniversary celebration and conference at McCormick Place. 2,000 women attended and NAWBO had a booth to promote our partnership with this fantastic organization and to highlight our members and prospective participants in the only organization of women owned businesses. 

The very next morning, I went to a truly inspiring event, the Smart Cookies Girl Scouts Breakfast. Here, too, the room was jammed with professional women. Jennifer Wolfe, who led NAWBO Chicago’s Next Generation Outreach Committee in creating From Badge to Business, joined me. From Badge to Business has been an exciting partnership with the Girl Scouts of Greater Chicago and Northwest Indiana, and Jennifer has been working tirelessly for both NAWBO and the young women who are the next generation of women business leaders. In addition, Mary Dombrowski, Emily Smith, Kelly Tanaka, Erin Kelly, Gillian Schultz, Diana Conley – NAWBO members, all -- filled the two tables Emily and Mary sponsored. 

As a woman business owner you owe it to yourself to work on your business by getting out, meeting people, building strategic alliances and taking advantage of all your NAWBO membership means. Just ask Julie Savitt and Gail Glasser how the SBA's Emerging 200 Initiative (E200) has helped them broaden their horizons and take advantage of NAWBO in ways they never thought possible. 
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Until next month, and as I meet you at the various events, remember Success can be yours. Reach out to us, call us, and email us. Solidarity is achieved by working together and advocating with one voice.

Yours for strategic growth,

Gail 

Gail Zelitzky 

[You're in Business...I'm Your Coach!]™

Principal & Founder, Silver-Robins Consulting

President, NAWBO Chicago
Related Links:

Learn more about From Badge to Business 

Explore the SBA’s Emerging 200 Initiative 

“Your individual success is why we are here.”


-Gail Zelitzky, NAWBO Chicago President








