Networking Breeds Success

By Melissa Lagowski, Chair, Membership Committee

Owner, Big Buzz Idea Group

Are you maximizing your membership? Networking breeds success. In fact, through Business Development Groups (BDGs), NAWBO members are able to grow their businesses.

What are BDGs? They are groups of industry exclusive NAWBO members focused on creating quality connections and opportunities for each other. They meet monthly with the purpose of exchanging leads, building relationships, sharing business ideas, developing power partner relationships, enhancing the growth of member’s businesses, and to inform and educate members in helpful business practices.  As part of your membership benefits, these groups are FREE to you.

Did you know there are seven BDGs spread throughout the Chicagoland area? With five BDGs located in the suburbs and two BDGs in the city, you have numerous opportunities to meet in your current market or to expand your network into a new market.  And because BDG memberships are industry-exclusive, meaning only one member is admitted in each industry category, you will not have to worry about competing for leads and partnerships within a BDG.  

Take a look at how relationships fostered in BDGs have benefited our members:

· Lincoln Park BDG member Alexandra Eidenberg of The Insurance People recently was passed a connection from Susan Soble of Family Line Studios. Eidenberg was able to cultivate that connection, and it is now one her biggest clients.

· “The BDG has given me opportunities to meet and talk to each individual, learn about their business and how I can assist them.  Who do I know that I can introduce them to that would benefit them either on a personal or business level.  I find the introductions and referrals I get from the women (and men) around the table are valuable because they are about the relationship,” explains Merle Kalisky, president of Excel Incorporated.

· And Jan Long of Janlong Communications shared this: “There are so many valuable variables within NAWBO Business Development Groups from serving as business advisory councils for women entrepreneurs to providing a rich resource of education and learning. Beyond these, I've found that membership in the DuPage BDG has given me a wonderful platform from which others get to know me and my business to the point of comfortably recommending me as a trusted professional. As a result, I have been on the receiving end of some great projects. Regular attendance at BDG meetings helps to continually develop and nurture such relationships that allow members to become evangelists for each other’s businesses - a benefit seldom enjoyed by sole-proprietors outside a BDG."
Quick Links


Interested in joining a BDG? Please contact the chair for your group of choice. Lists of BDGs and their chairs can be found on our chapter website �HYPERLINK "http://nawbochicago.org/GetInvolved/StrategicForums/BusinessDevelopmentGroups.aspx"�here�.  





Like to attend upcoming BDG meeting? Meeting schedules can be found on the website below the �HYPERLINK "http://nawbochicago.org/Events.aspx" \l "Additional%20Events"�events calendar� as “additional upcoming events”. 





Interested in starting a BDG? Please contact �HYPERLINK "mailto:linda@optimallevel.com"�Linda McCabe�, NAWBO Chicago Director-Strategic Forums, at (847) 419-9300.








