If You Are a True-Blue Entrepreneur, Nothing Stops You
By Francine Manilow, Founder and President of Manilow Suites
Watching the installation of the new 2011/2012 NAWBO officers on July 13 brought back so many memories of my first NAWBO meeting well over 20 years ago. I laughed at the thought of the expression commonly used on installation day: “Bumps in the road.” Ours were not bumps, they were road blocks! And you know what? No matter how small or large those blocks were, we fought them all.

You see, no matter what our backgrounds, we were all women business owners, large and small. We knew we had that one common denominator that brought us together in the first place. We were and we are far more powerful as a group than as one.  And look what we have accomplished in these ensuing years! 

I formed my first company in 1965. As a woman trying to get into the world of business, it was a joke. No one took me seriously, and there weren’t any organizations for assistance. 

If you are a true-blue entrepreneur, nothing stops you. You just press on with vigor and optimism. Ever so slowly, doors began to open, and more women started businesses.  Today, the largest groups of women opening up their own businesses are women of color. Fabulous! We all stand together to open the doors wider for the women of today and for future generations. 

NAWBO has been there through it all, and we should step back at times and think about what once was and how fortunate we all are to build and develop our respective businesses. And lastly, we should continue uniting as women business owners to make good things happen! 

